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Attn: Healthcare organisations

Dear Colleague

Bandolier has been described as a “unique source of
completely unbiased information”. It is independent of
both government and the politics of health policy on
one side and pharmaceutical companies and commer-
cial interests on the other. Bandolier aims to provide
evidence of the research findings in healthcare in a sim-
ple, understandable way. Surveys in Wessex [1] and
Northern & Yorkshire [2] underline Bandolier’s pre-
eminence in delivering evidence-based information to
healthcare professionals.

Bandolier maintains its relevance through frequent lec-
tures and discussions about current issues in health care.
The feedback we receive from doctors, other health pro-
fessionals and managers is that Bandolier is an essen-
tial resource and much valued by them.

We are committed to extending access to Bandolier to
as many people in the NHS as possible as cheaply as
possible. Present distribution arrangements are expen-
sive, and we are therefore proposing a new system of
distribution for PCG/Ts, HAs, Trusts and other health-
care organisations. This might also help tackle the un-
equal “postcode distribution” we now have (Figure).
Please help us to develop this new system by complet-
ing the enclosed form.

Bandolier will continue to
have central support from
NHS R&D, but budgets cannot
support the continually ex-
panding circulation. For PCGs,
PCTs, Trusts and Health Au-
thorities it is possible to deliver
a box of 100 copies of Bando-
lier each month for a year for a
single payment of £600 (50p
per copy). This will reduce the
individual cost of an annual
subscription from £36 on an in-
dividual basis to £5. It will al-
low each health professional
and manager to have his or her
own copy, and maximise the
knowledge base of the organi-
sation.

We also want to explore the possibility of making an
electronic form of Bandolier available for use on
Intranets in the future. This would involve downloading
the Bandolier website (including pdf versions of the
bulletins) on a monthly or quarterly basis. To cover the
work involved we would need to make an annual
charge of  between £500-1000 for a site license.

We need to know the likely uptake of paper copies and/
or intranet subscripion. A form is attached, with a sched-
ule of annual costs. We should be grateful if you would
complete the form after discussion with your colleagues
and return it to us in the envelope provided.

If you have any queries, email me at
andrew.moore@pru.ox.ac.uk, or call on 01865 226132.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Moore DSc
Executive Editor
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This form is to help Bandolier and healthcare organisations plan a new and better distribution
system. This is an indicative order form, to help us do our sums. We will contact you in the first
week of November with an invoice for 2001. You can choose to have subscriptions before then,
but will not have to pay for them until December.

Costs

The charges for different numbers of copies are shown in the Table. It is weighted so the more
copies are taken in bulk, the cheaper each annual subscription will be. So taking 100 copies a
month is cheaper than 17 individual subscriptions. This allows the wider distribution of knowl-
edge about evidence-based matters in practices.

Information

Please  nominate a person to whom
the  Bandolier order should be sent:

Label

Appropriate person:

Address change:

Ordering

Our organisation wants
subscriptions to Bandolier.

We would be/would not be interested
in an Intranet site license.

This organisation would like to begin
receiving Bandolier in the new way:

In January 2001

As soon as possible

Please circle as appropriate.

Note that invoices for 2001 will be sent
to participating organisations in No-
vember 2000. No payment is needed
before then.

Number of annual 
subscriptions

£ 
per year

£ per 
subscription

1-9 36.0
10 150 15.0
25 250 10.0
50 400 8.0
75 500 6.7
100 600 6.0
150 800 5.3
200 1000 5.0
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